ELECTION COMMISSION SECRETARIAT
GILGIT-BALTISTAN
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No. ELC-1(1)/ GBE/2020. Gilgitdated A6t Aug, 2020.

“ORDER”

The provincial Assembly of Gilgit-Baltistan has been dissolved
on 23 June, 2020 after completion of its statutory term of five years,
and the care-taker .government (Cabinet) has been established in
Gilgit-Baltistan on 24t June, 2020.

2. It is important to note that the President of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan announced Tuesday the 18t August, 2020 as the “Poll
Day” for General Election of the Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly in terms of
Section 57(1) of the Elections Act, 2017 (Act No. XXIII of 2017) and in
the light of said announcement, the Election Commission, Gilgit-
Baltistan issued election schedule/programme vide its Notification
No. ELC-1(1)/GBE/2020, dated 2nd July, 2020, and appointed District
Returning Officers and Assistant Returning Officers for different
constituencies of Gilgit-Baltistan vide its Notifications dated 2nd July,
2020,

3. However, the Hon'able Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Court Gilgit vide
"Order dated 10.07.2020 passed in W.P No. 153/2020 and C.Misc No.
295/2020, suspended the operation of Notification dated 2nd July, 2020
issued by the Election Commission, Gilgit-Baltistan till 13.08.2020, and
on 13.08.2020, the Hon'able Gilgit-Baltistan Chief Court vide
Judgment passed in Writ Petition No. 151/2020 alongwith Civil Misc
No. 293/2020, set aside the Notification dated 2nd July, 2020 issued by
the Election Commission, Gilgit-Baltistan with the direction to
| conduct the general elections of GBLA within a period of three
J ‘//’ months.

/

N :g? 4, It is pertinent to mention here that “The Elections Act, 2017" has

} g‘b R . s Dbeen adapted in Gilgit-Baltistan on 15% May, 2020 vide Ministry of
TN

“qu«\\? Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Baltistan, Islamabad Notification No. S.R.O




No. (1)2020 and prior to that no election related law or rules existed in
Gilgit-Baltistan due to which the Election Commission, Gilgit-Baltistan
could not undertake election related activities which is the reason why
the fresh electoral rolls could not be published and displayed in time.

5. It goes without saying that Gilgit-Baltistan is a mountainous
area where deep winter season starts from the month of December
and due primarily to snowfall, rains and resultant blockade of roads,
most of the rural and mountainous/border areas get disconnected
with the rest of the province till the month of March, and in such
circumstances, it is almost impossible to establish polling stations,
depute polling staff and allow the right to vote in such remote areas
from the month of December till the end of March. Holding elections
during the month of December would not only affect the turn out but
would also deprive the people of mountainous/border areas from
their right to vote. The month of November, 2020 is feasible for
holding general elections in Gilgit-Baltistan but not without departing
from the normal procedure provided in The Elections Act, 2017.

6. Today on 26t August, 2020, all parties conference was held at
the Election Commission Secretariat, Gilgit-Baltistan whereby all the
political and religious parties of Gilgit-Baltistan, after due deliberation
and discussion regarding the general elections 2020, unanimously
agreed and proposed in the Joint Declaration to hold general election
2020 in Gilgit-Baltistan before 20% November, 2020 by adopting
special procedure as provided under section 49 of The Elections Act,
2017. The joint declaration passed in the all parties conference is
reproduced as under:-
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7. In wake of the special and unavoidable circumstances as
discussed above, and in exercise of powers conferred upon me under
section 49 read with enabling sections of the Elections Act, 2017, 1,
Raja Shah Baz Khan (T.St), Chief Election Commissioner, Gilgit-
Baltistan do hereby direct that the number of days provided for
publication and display of preliminary electoral rolls under section 28
of the Elections Act, 2017 shall be read as 15 instead of 30.
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" RAJA SHAH BAZ KHAN (T.St)
e Chief Election Commissioner,
Gilgit-Baltistan
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